COURSE TITLE: DIALYSIS SPECIALTY COURSE TRAINING 

LOCATION:     WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL CENTER (WRAMC), WASHINGTON, DC 20307-5001

SPECIALTY:    ADDITIONAL SKILL IDENTIFIER (ASI, M3) DIALYSIS SPECIALTY COURSE 

PURPOSE: To prepare a qualified Dialysis Specialty technician to initiate and manage hemodialysis treatments with additional emphasis on other renal replacement therapies including: Peritoneal Dialysis, Continuous Renal Replacement Therapies, Renal Transplant and Hemoperfusion Plasma Exchange/Apheresis.

SCOPE: This course trains the Dialysis Specialty Technician, ASI M3, in skills necessary to become an effective Hemodialysis Augmentation team member. The student's primary training includes an extensive anatomy and physiology of the kidney and cardiovascular and respiratory systems. Fluids, electrolytes, and acid-base balance are an integral part of the knowledge base. The hemodialysis content will include: pre, interim, and post dialysis treatment assessments; establish vascular access; initiate, monitor and terminate the dialysis procedure; identify, interpret and correct the patient/technical complications; and maintenance of dialysis equipment and supplies. The student will receive specific training in the principles of dialysis, machine preparation and operation, dialysis in the combat theater and biomedical nephrologic technology. Emphasis is placed on student performance during clinical rotations, which includes 480 clinical hours.

PREREQUISITES: The Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) Health Care Specialist - Practical Nurse, 91WM6, must be awarded prior to entering the ASI Dialysis Specialty (M3) course. Practical Nurses who graduated MOS Practical Nurse course and converted to 91WM6Y2 may attend through FY05.  ASI M6's must be licensed and have a minimum of one year of practical nursing experience and soldiers entering under the ACASP option must have a minimum of 18 months experience prior to application.  In addition, the Practical Nurse must have successfully completed one-year high school or college level chemistry or MED subcourse 803.  This course is open to Active Army SGT and below, Reserve Components and DOD civilians.  Active Army Soldiers SGT promotable and above are not eligible.  The Practical Nurse will incur a 17 month enlisted obligation upon completion of the course. Soldiers must extend or re-enlist to meet service remaining requirement.  DOD civilians have a payback of 3 times the length of training. Height and weight must be IAW AR 600-9.  Soldiers must have a High School Diploma or GED equivalency, ST score of 105 and GT score of 110. Minimum physical profile is 222221.  The physical demands rating for this ASI is moderately heavy of 45lbs constant and 85lbs short term.  Practical Nurses must have the following documentation: a physical examination within one year of course application; be current with Hepatitis vaccine series; no aversion to blood or body fluids; no chronic or recurrent skin disorders subject to infection; no history of allergic reaction to cleaning agents, antiseptics, disinfectants, disposable or sterile gloves; and current blood test results for HbsAg, HbsAb, HbcAb, SGOT, and HIV with a physician statement indicating normal values.

SPECIAL INFORMATION: This training program is a continuation as an ASI course, 300-F2, realigned under the primary MOS Health Care Specialist, 91W.  The Practical Nurse, 91WM6Y2, who graduated the Dialysis course must complete the 91WM6Y2 transition requirements by 30 September 2007. The Active Component must submit a DA Form 4187 and Enlisted Record Brief (ERB), and letters of recommendation stating the following: applicant's potential and ability to perform under stress and to complete this course from the senior clinical nursing supervisor and senior clinical enlisted NCO supervisor. The Practical Nurse must submit a signed letter from their company commander referring to their character and integrity. ALL WAVIERS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO: CDR, AMEDD Center and School, AMEDD Personnel Proponent Directorate, ATTN: MCCS-DE, 1400 E. Grayson Street, FT Sam Houston TX  78234-6175.

