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SUBJECT:  IACUC Policy A-05, Memorandum Guidelines for Multiple Major Survival Surgeries Using Animal Research Subjects


MCMR-USX-Z                                                                                                   19 August 2002
MEMORANDUM FOR All Animal Research Personnel, USAISR/BAMC, Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234

SUBJECT:  IACUC Policy Memorandum A-05,* Guidelines for Multiple Major Survival Surgeries Using Animal Research Subjects

1.  PURPOSE:  As part of the U.S. Army Institute of Surgical Research (USAISR)/Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC) Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee's (IACUC) responsibility to oversee all biomedical research involving animals and represent society's concerns regarding the welfare of animal subjects, this policy defines the guidelines for multiple major survival surgeries using animal research subjects.

2.  SCOPE:  In accordance with Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations, Subchapter A, Parts 1 through 3, Animal Welfare Act Regulations; Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals; National Institutes of Health Publication 92-3415, Institutional Care and Use Committee Guidebook; Department of Defense Directive 3216.1, The Use of Animals in DoD Programs; and AR 40-33, The Care and Use of Laboratory Animals in DOD Programs, the scientific need for the performance of multiple major survival surgery is to be examined by the IACUC at the time of the initial and continuing review of all research protocols involving the use of animals.  Efforts are made to avoid multiple major survival surgeries in research protocols using animal subjects.  However, there may be situations where there is a scientific need for performance of multiple major survival surgeries.

3.  DEFINITIONS:
     a.  Multiple major survival surgeries are defined as surgical interventions that:

          (1)  Penetrate and expose a body cavity, i.e., chest, cranium, or abdomen.

     or

          (2)  Produce substantial impairment of physical or physiologic function.

     b.  Surgical procedures requiring only limited access and accomplished by using rigid or flexible videoscopes, e.g., arthroscopy, laparoscopy, etc., would be normally considered minor procedures as long as they do not result in significant pain or impairment of mobility, exempting them from the prohibition of more than one survival surgical procedure per animal.

_______________

*This policy supersedes USAISR IACUC Policy A-05 dated 30 April 2002
     c.  Surgical procedures done specifically to permit access to a peripheral vessel for catheterization, e.g., jugular, femoral, carotid, etc., will normally be considered minor procedures as long as they do not result in significant pain or impairment of mobility, exempting them from the prohibition of more than one survival surgical procedure per animal.

4.  DUTIES:
     a.  The IACUC will examine research protocols involving the use of animal subjects to assure that multiple major survival surgeries are avoided unless essential to the objectives of the research protocol.  Multiple major survival surgeries can be justified if:

          (1)  They are related components of a research protocol.

          (2)  They conserve scarce animal resources.

          (3)  They are needed for clinical reasons as determined by the attending veterinarian.

     b.  The primary investigator will:

          (1)  Provide a justification for multiple major survival surgeries in the written research protocol.

          (2)  Understand that convenience or monetary savings will not be adequate justifications.

5.  Point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at extension 6-4327.
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