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MCMR-USX-Z                                                                                              19 August 2002
MEMORANDUM FOR All Animal Research Personnel, USAISR/BAMC, Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234

SUBJECT:  IACUC Policy Memorandum A-04,* Guidelines for Alternative to Death as an 

End Point

1.  PURPOSE:  As part of the U.S. Army Institute of Surgical Research (USAISR)/Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC) Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee's (IACUC) responsibility to oversee all biomedical research involving animals and represent society's concerns regarding the welfare of animal subjects, this policy establishes morbid and moribund conditions for rodents to allow euthanasia before actual death if experimental validity will not be compromised.

2.  SCOPE:  Legal, regulatory, and moral guidelines require that pain, distress, and suffering of animal subjects is minimized.  Investigators must be able to judge morbid and moribund conditions and perform euthanasia based upon objective signs of dying, depending upon experience with the animal model, professional judgment, and the experimental protocol.

3.  APPLICATION:  Some of the known signs of illness or dying which may be applied are listed below to assist investigators in decision making.  The use of the information is encouraged with the understanding that the combination of signs indicating euthanasia may vary with experimental end points.

4.  RESPONSIBILITIES:
     a.  All investigators are expected to:

          (1)  Use alternative end points to death when possible.

          (2)  Minimize animal numbers within statistical constraints.

          (3)  Have experimental animals monitored at least twice daily, i.e., early morning and late afternoon, during the workweek.  On weekends and holidays, animals will be monitored on a once daily basis unless animals are expected to be in a morbid state.

          (4)  Euthanize any animals found in a moribund state except when death is the end point as approved by the IACUC.

     b.  If death itself is the required end point of the study, the investigator may receive approval to conduct such studies by providing appropriate justification in the written protocol.  Inconvenience or increased costs will not be used as reasons for justification.  

_______________

*This policy supersedes USAISR IACUC Policy A-04 dated 30 April 2002
5.
GUIDELINES:
     a.  The following criteria will be used to judge morbidity, i.e., disease and/or illness:

          (1)  Rapid, slow, shallow, or labored breathing.

          (2)  Rapid weight loss.

          (3)  Ruffled fur, i.e., rough hair coat.

          (4)  Hunched posture.

          (5)  Hypo- or Hyperthermia.

          (6)  Anorexia.

     b.  The following criteria will be used to judge a moribund condition, i.e., and states of dying:

          (1)  Impaired ambulation (unable to reach food or water easily).

          (2)  Evidence of muscle atrophy or other signs of emaciation.

          (3)  Any obvious prolonged illness, including such signs as lethargy, drowsiness, aversion to activity, lack of physical or mental alertness, prolonged anorexia, bleeding, difficulty breathing, CNS disturbances, or chronic diarrhea or constipation.

          (4)  Inability to remain upright.

6.  Point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at extension 6-4327.






  -original signed-
                                                                             DAVID G. BAER, Ph.D.

                                                                             CPT, MS






                    Chair, IACUC
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