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Medical/Surgical Terminology Reference

Condition:  Given lists of medical terms and a list of definitions

Action:  Select the correct definition for the surgical terms 

Standard:  IAW Tabers.

PREFIXES

	
	PREFIXES
	MEANING

	1.
	A-/ An-
	Away from, negative, and without.  Afebrile means without fever. 

	2. 
	Ab-
	Away from.  Abnormal means not normal or away from normal.

	3.  
	Ad-
	Toward or in the direction of.  Addiction means drawn toward or a strong dependence on a drug or substance.

	4. 
	Ante-
	Before. Antecubital means in front of or before the elbow.

	5.
	Anti-
	Against. Anticoagulant means delaying or preventing blood coagulation.

	6.
	Auto-
	Self. Autogenous means self-producing or originating within the body.

	7.
	Bi-
	Twice, double. Bicuspid means having two cusps or leaflets.

	8.
	Circum-
	Meaning around. Circumocular means surrounding the eye.

	9.
	De-
	Indicating down or from. Decapitation is separating the head from the shaft of a bone.

	10.
	Dys-
	Difficult, painful or bad.  Dysfunctional means an organ or body part that is not working properly.  

	11.
	Ecto-
	Outside. Ectoplasm is the outermost layer of cell protoplasm.

	12. 
	Endo-
	Within. Endoscopy is the inspection of body organs or cavities by use of an endoscope.

	13.
	Epi-
	Upon, over, at, in addition to, after. Epigastrium is the region over the pit of the stomach.

	14.
	Eu-
	Well, easy, or good.  Eupnea means easy or normal breathing.

	15.
	Ex-
	Out, away from, completely. Excise means to cut out or remove surgically.

	16.
	Exo-
	Without, outside of. Exogenous means originating outside an organ or part.

	17.
	Extra-
	On the outside, beyond. Extracranial means outside the skull.

	18.
	Hemi-
	Half. Hemicolectomy is the surgical removal of half or less of the colon.

	19.
	Hydro-
	Relating to water. Hydrocephalus is the increased accumulation of fluid within the ventricles of the brain.

	20.
	Hyper-
	Over, above, or increased.  Hypertension is higher than normal blood pressure.

	21.
	Hypo-
	Below, under, or decreased.  Hypotension is lower than normal blood pressure.

	

	
	PREFIXES
	MEANING

	22.
	Inter-
	Between or among.  Interstitial means between, but not within, the parts of a tissue.

	23.
	Intra-
	Meaning within or inside.  Intramuscular means within the muscle.

	24.
	Olig/o
	Few, scant, or little.  Oliguria means scanty or infrequent urination.

	25.
	Para-
	Beside, along side of. Parahepatic means adjacent or along side of the liver.

	26.
	Peri-
	Around. Periauricular means around the ear.

	27.
	Poly-
	Many.  Polyuria means excessive or frequent urination.

	28.
	Post-
	After. Postanesthetic pertains to the period following anesthesia.

	29.
	Pre-
	Before. Prenatal means before birth.

	30.
	Retro-
	Behind or backward. Retrobulbar means behind the eyeball.

	31.
	Semi-
	Half. Semiconscious means half-conscious or not fully conscious.

	32.
	Sub-
	Under, less, or below.  Subcostal means below a rib or ribs.                                                                       

	33.
	Super- and Supra-
	Both mean above, excessive, or beyond.  Supracostal means above or outside the ribs.

	34.
	Trans-
	Across, over, beyond, through. Transurethral pertains to an operation performed through the urethra.


TABLE 1. Prefixes

SUFFIXES

	
	SUFFIXES
	MEANING

	1.
	-algia
	Pain and suffering.  Gastralgia means pain in the stomach.

	2.
	-cele
	A tumor; cyst; a hernia. A cystocele is a bladder hernia that protrudes into the vagina.

	3.
	-centesis
	A surgical puncture to remove fluid for diagnostic purposes, or to remove excess fluid.  Abdominocentesis is the surgical puncture of the abdominal cavity.

	4.
	-cise
	To cut. Incise means to cut, as with a knife.

	5.
	-dynia
	Pain. Gastrodynia means pain in the stomach.

	6.
	-desis
	Fusion of. Arthrodesis is the fusion of a joint.

	7.
	-ectomy
	Surgical removal.  An appendectomy is the surgical removal of the appendix.

	8.
	-esthesia
	Sensation. Anesthesia means without sensation.

	9.
	-gram and -graph
	Both used to describe the resulting record or picture.  An arteriogram is the film that is produced by arteriography.

	10.
	-graphy
	The process of recording a picture or record.  Arteriography is the process of recording a picture of an artery or arteries.


	
	SUFFIXES
	MEANING

	11.
	-iasis
	Condition; pathological state. Cholelithiasis is a condition of bilestones in the gallbladder or common duct.

	
	
	

	12.
	-itis
	Inflammation.  Gastritis if an inflammation of the

 stomach.

	13.
	-litho / lith
	Pertaining to stone or calculus. Pyelolithotomy is the removal of calculus from the pelvis of a kidney through an incision.

	14.
	-lysis
	Setting free; disintegration. Tenolysis is the freeing of a tendon.

	15.
	-malacia
	Abnormal softening.  Arteriomalacia is the abnormal softening of the walls of an artery or arteries.

	16.
	-megaly
	Large, enlargement.  Cardiomegaly is an enlargement of the heart.

	17.
	-necrosis
	Death of tissue.  Arterionecrosis means the necrosis of an artery or arteries.

	18.
	-ology
	The study of.  Neonatology is the study of disorders of the newborn.

	19.
	-oma
	A tumor. A melanoma is a malignant, darkly pigmented mole or tumor of the skin.

	20.
	-osis
	A disease or abnormal condition.  Gastrosis means any disease of the stomach.

	21.
	-otomy
	Cutting into or a surgical incision.  A colotomy is a surgical incision into the colon.

	22.
	-pexy
	Fixation of. A mastopexy is the correction of a pendulous breast by surgical fixation and plastic surgery.

	23.
	-plasty
	Surgical repair.  Myoplasty is the surgical repair of a muscle.

	24.
	-rrhagia or 

-rrhage
	Bursting forth, abnormal, or excessive flow.  This suffix generally indicates an abnormal flow of blood.  Hemorrhage is the escape or bursting forth of blood from the vessels.

	25.
	-rrhaphy
	To suture or stitch.  Myorrhaphy means to suture a muscle wound.  

	26.
	-rrhea
	Flow or discharge.  This is less violent than the flow described by -rrhagia.  Diarrhea means the frequent flow of loose or watery stools and an increase in bowel movements.

	27.
	-rrhexis
	Rupture.  Myorrhexis means the rupture of a muscle.  

	28.
	-sclerosis
	Abnormal hardening.  Arteriosclerosis is the abnormal hardening of the walls of an artery or arteries.

	29.
	-scopy
	To see or a visual examination.  Endoscopy is the visual examination of the interior of a body cavity or organ by means of an endoscope.

	30.
	-stenosis
	Abnormal tightening or narrowing.  Arteriostenosis is the abnormal narrowing of an artery or arteries.

	31.
	-stomy
	To furnish with a mouth or outlet. A gastrostomy is the surgical creation of an outlet through the abdominal wall.

	32.
	-tomy
	Cutting. A laparotomy is the surgical opening of the abdomen.

	33.
	-um
	Structure or tissue.  The periosteum is the tissue covering of bones.


TABLE 2. Suffixes

ROOT WORDS / COMBINING FORM

	
	ROOT COMBINING FORM
	MEANING

	1.
	Abdomin/o
	Abdomen

	2.
	Abort/o
	Premature expulsion of a nonviable fetus

	3.
	Abscess/o
	Going away, collection of pus

	4.
	Acromi/o
	Acromion, point of shoulder blade

	5.
	Aden/o
	Gland

	6.
	Adenoid/o
	Adenoids

	7.
	Amni/o
	Amnion, fetal membrane

	8.
	Append/o, Appendic/o
	Appendix

	9.
	Arteri/o
	Artery

	10.
	Arthr/o
	Joint

	11.
	Axill/o
	Armpit

	12.
	Bil/I
	Bile, Gall

	13.
	Blephar/o
	Eyelid

	14.
	Brachi/o
	Arm

	15.
	Bronch/o
	Bronchial tube, windpipe, bronchus

	16.
	Burs/o
	Bursa, sac of fluid near joint

	17.
	Calcul/o
	Stone, little stone

	18.
	Carcin/o
	Cancerous

	19.
	Cardi/o
	Heart

	20.
	Carp/o
	Carpus, wristbone

	21.
	Cartilag/o
	Gristle, cartilage

	22.
	Cauter/o, Caut/o
	Heat, burn

	23.
	Cephal/o
	Relating to a head, head

	24.
	Cerebell/o
	Cerebellum

	25.
	Cerebr/o
	Brain, cerebrum

	26.
	Cervic/o
	Neck, cervix

	27.
	Chol/e
	Bile, gall

	28.
	Cholangi/o
	Small portion of the bile duct

	29.
	Cholecyst/o
	Gallbladder

	30.
	Choledoch/o
	Common bile duct

	31.
	Circumcis/o
	Cutting around

	32.
	Clavicul/o, Cleid/o
	Clavicle, collarbone

	33.
	Coagul/o, Coagulato/o
	Congeal, curdle, fix together

	34.
	Col/o
	Colon, large intestine

	35.
	Colon/o
	Colon, large intestine

	36.
	Corne/o
	Cornea

	37.
	Cost/o
	Rib

	38.
	Cyan/o
	Blue

	39.
	Cyst/o
	Urinary bladder, cyst, sac of fluid

	40.
	Debrid/e
	Open a wound

	41.
	Derm/o, Dermat/o
	Skin

	42.
	Dislocat/o
	Displacement

	43.
	Dissect/o
	Cutting apart

	44.
	Duoden/o
	Duodenum

	45.
	Encephal/o
	Brain

	46.
	Enter/o
	Small intestine

	47.
	Epiglott/o
	Epiglottis

	48.
	Episi/o
	Vulva

	49.
	Erythr/o
	Red

	
	ROOT COMBINING FORM
	MEANING

	50.
	Esophag/o
	Esophagus

	51.
	Excis/o
	Cutting out

	52.
	Extrem/o, Extremit/o
	Outermost, extremity

	53.
	Femor/o
	Femur, thigh bone

	54.
	Fibr/o
	Fiber

	55.
	Fibul/o
	Fibula

	56.
	Gangli/o, Ganglion/o
	Ganglion

	57.
	Gastr/o
	Stomach, belly

	58.
	Gynec/o
	Woman, female

	59.
	Hem/o, Hemat/o
	Blood, relating to the blood

	60.
	Hemorrhoid
	A mass of dilated, tortuous veins in the anorectum involving the venous plexuses of that area.

	61.
	Hepat/o
	Liver

	62.
	Herni/o
	Hernia

	63.
	Hist/o, Histi/o
	Tissue

	64.
	Humer/o
	Humerus

	65.
	Hydr/o
	Relating to water

	66.
	Hyster/o
	Uterus, womb

	67.
	Ile/o
	ileum, small intestine

	68.
	Ili/o
	ilium, hipbone

	69.
	Incis/o
	Cutting into

	70.
	Inguin/o
	Groin

	71.
	Intestin/o
	Intestine

	72.
	Jejun/o
	Jejunum

	73.
	Kel/o
	Growth, tumor

	74.
	Labyrinth/o
	Maze, labyrinth, the inner ear

	75.
	Lacer/o, lacerat/o
	Torn, mangled

	76.
	Lamina
	Thin flat layer or membrane

	77.
	Laryng/o
	Larynx, voice box

	78.
	Lateral
	Pertaining to the side.

	79.
	Leuk/o
	White

	80.
	Ligament/o
	Ligament

	81.
	Lymph/o
	Lymph, lmyphatic tissue

	82.
	Mamm/o
	Breast

	83.
	Mandibul/o
	Mandible, lower jaw

	84.
	Mast/o
	Breast

	85.
	Maxill/o
	Maxilla, upper jaw

	86.
	Metacarp/o
	Metacarpals, handbones

	87.
	Metatars/o
	Bones of the foot between the tarsus and toes

	88.
	Muscul/o
	Muscle

	89.
	Myocardi/o
	Myocardium, heart muscle

	90.
	Myring/o
	Tympanic membrane, eardrum

	91.
	Nephr/o
	Kidney

	92.
	Occipit/o
	Back of the skull, occiput

	93.
	Occlud/o, Occlus/o
	Shut, close up

	94.
	Oophor/o
	Ovary

	95.
	Orch/o, Orchi/o, Orchid/o
	Testis, testes

	96.
	Oste/o
	Bone

	97
	Ot/o
	Ear, hearing

	98.
	Parathyroid/o
	Parathyroid glands

	99.
	Patell/a, Patell/o
	Patella, kneecap

	100.
	Path/o, Pathia
	Disease, suffering, feeling, emotion


	
	ROOT COMBINING FORM
	MEANING

	101.
	Pedi/a
	Child

	102.
	Pharyng/o
	Throat, pharynx

	103.
	Pinni
	External ear, auricle

	104.
	Pneum/o, Pneumon/o
	Lung, air

	105.
	Pod/o
	Foot

	106.
	Pulm/o, Pulmon/o
	Lung

	107.
	Rect/o
	Rectum, straight

	108.
	Ren/o
	Kidney

	109.
	Retract/o
	Draw back or in

	110.
	Retr/o
	Behind, backward, back of

	111.
	Rhin/o
	Nose

	112.
	Salping/o
	Uterine (fallopian) tube, auditory (eustachian) tube

	113.
	Sept/o
	Infection, partition

	114.
	Sigmoid/o
	Sigmoid colon

	115.
	Sphincter/o
	Tight band

	116.
	Splen/so
	Spleen

	117.
	Stern/o
	Sternum, the breastbone

	118.
	Stomat/o
	Mouth

	119.
	Teno
	Combining for indicating tendon.

	120.
	Thyr/o, Thyroid/o
	Shield, thyroid gland

	121.
	Tonsill/o
	Tonsil, throat

	122.
	Trache/o
	Trachea, windpipe

	123.
	Tympan/o
	Tympanic membrane, eardrum

	124.
	Umbilic/o
	Navel

	125.
	Ureter/o
	Ureter

	126.
	Urethr/o
	Urethra

	127.
	Uter/o
	Uterus, womb

	128.
	Vas/o
	Vessel, duct, vas deferens

	129.
	Vascul/o
	Little vessel

	130.
	Ven/o
	Vein

	131.
	Vertebr/o
	Vertebra, backbone


TABLE 3. Root Words / Combining Form
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